
Kern County Museum

Fall 2025 Lecture Series

The Rocky Mountain Elk in Kern County with Peter DeArmond   

   September 10th at 6 PM in Historic Standard School

In 1966, a Cummings Valley rancher imported 300 elk from Yellowstone. 

The fencing failed and many of the elk escaped into the Tehachapi Mountains.

 Join veteran journalist Peter DeArmond as he tells the story of the wild elk herd 

that now numbers in the hundreds.                                                            

Hell on Wheels, The Bakersfield Speedway with Mike McCoy       

October 15th at 6 PM in The Transportation Building



The ¼ mile dirt oval opened North of Bakersfield in 1946. With its move to the Kern Raceway in 2025, 

80 years of racing in the Oildale Bowl came to an end. Museum Director Mike McCoy will tell the story 

of the cars and drivers that made the old speedway a West Coast legend. 

                  In the Limelight, 100 years of the BCT with Jan Hefner                

November 12th at 6 PM in Historic Standard School

From musicals to mysteries to comedies to youth theater, The Bakersfield Community Theater has 

charmed generations of local audiences. Join long time director, actress and impresario Jan Hefner as she 

shares the history of California’s oldest continually operating theater.  


